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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Address of Gov; Gilbert C. Walker: At the
Commencement of the Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College, July 9, 1873 Ladies and Gentlemen: The
occasion of our assembling is one of no ordinary moment. The commencement exercises of every College are
full of interest and importance to those immediately concerned as well as to the friends of education and
human advancement. While the aspiration of the student on these occasions is to acquit himself in a manner
worthy of himself, his preceptors, and his friends, and their hopes and affections are elevated or depressed as
he succeeds or fails, the lover of education and of progress beholds all evidences of intellectual and moral
development with the highest emotions of thankfulness and satisfaction. All these aspirations, hopes and
emotions have their possessors and representatives in the intelligent audience before me, and should | not
satisfactorily demonstrate my appreciation of these surroundings, my tongue will fail to enunciate the ideas
and impulses of my head and heart. We have gathered here to witness and participate in the first
commencement exercises of this College. With this day ends its first year s existence, and if its maturer years
shall fulfill the brilliant promises of its earlier days - if, in truth, the child be the father of the man, then, indeed,
may Virginia well be proud of her latest born, and, like all fond mothers, shower upon it her choicest blessings.
Perhaps no event has transpired within our State for many years possessed of greater significance or of more
far-reaching consequences than the organization of this Institution. For the first time in her history she has
established a College...
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