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their own choices. Leave people alone. A woman called in. She was from Texas and she said, Senator, thank
you for doing this. She said, Im pregnant now with my third baby. | did not want to get pregnant. She said, |
have diabetes, and | have real concern about my health and that of my baby-to-be. She said, Why am |
pregnant Because | could not afford to get the contra-ceptives at work. My husbands insurance does not cover
this. We are living hand-to-mouth. Well, this is only one example, one real example. What we are talking about
here does not deal only with statistics. It deals with real people with real problems. Financial constraints force
many women to forego birth control altogether, leading to 3. 6 million un-intended pregnancies every year.
Senator Snowe has covered very ably that we need to do something about this. We introduced this legislation.
All we are asking is equitable treatment. We do not want special treatment. We want fair treatment. Senator
Snowe and | first introduced this many years ago, as | have indicated. We have made some progress, as we
have already talked about. Along with Ms. Lowey, whose testimony you have already indi-cated is going to be
part of this record, we have a provision that requires health care plans who participate in the Federal Employ-
ees Health Benefits Program, the largest employer-sponsored health plan in the world, to cover FDA-approved
prescription con-traceptives. The...
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