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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 edition. Excerpt: .softest piano. He took infinite pains to teach the pupil this
cantabile way of playing. Il (or elle) ne sait pas Her deux notes was his severest censure. He also required
adherence to the strictest rhythm, hated all lingering and dragging, misplaced rubatos, as well as exaggerated
ritardandos. Je vois prie de vous asseoir, he said on such an occasion with gentle mockery. And it is just in this
respect that people make such terrible mistakes in the execution of his works. In the use of the pedal he had
likewise attained the greatest mastery, was uncommonly strict regarding the misuse of it, and said repeatedly
to the pupil, The correct employment of the pedal remains a study for life. Next in importance to Chopin s own
words are perhaps those of Liszt, whose interpretations of Chopin s works were sometimes more satisfactory to
the composer than his own. Liszt gave this explanation to a pupil: Do you see those trees? The wind plays in the
leaves, stirs up life among them, but the tree remains the same. That is the Chopin rubato. . Through his
peculiar style of performance, Chopin imparted the constant rocking with the most fascinating effect, thus
making the melody undulate to and fro, like a skiff driven on over the bosom of tossing waves. This manner of
execution, which set a seal so peculiar upon his own style of playing, was at first indicated by the term tempo
rubato,...
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