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Integration and Dis-Integration or Dis-Integration and Integration or Dis-Integration and Re-Integration can be
quite a word play. The Dis-Integration of the former Soviet Union (FSU) in the early 1990s marks a serious and
unprecedented development in modern history. It was a break-up of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics into
fifteen newly independent states. Hereby, twelve states formed the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS),
a structure that was to keep some order over the break-up. Three countries the Baltics announced their total
independence and declared no will to be part of the CIS. A later Integration or Re-Integration within the CIS is
being actively discussed and debated up to now. Several theories have evolved on the future of the region.
Huntington s thesis predicts the Clash of Civilizations . He argues that the future battle over world politics will be
over religious and cultural factors. Huntington predicts a split-up of the world along religious lines. In turn,
Duncan rejects religion to be a factor in the current developments of the CIS. He limits Kuzio s idea of a division
between the CIS into radicals and pragmatists among the two groups the Westernizers and Slavophiles .
Duncan concludes that there is generally a shift towards pragmatism in the foreign policies of the member
states of the FSU. Disillusionment with the West is widespread. Most important factors that make countries tend
towards a Westernist or Eurasianist course are linked to ethnicity and conflict. The author views the political
regime and economic reforms are less important. Other studies focus more on the relationship between...
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